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agency or agencies for the formulation of materials of instruction not to be found 
in existing textbooks, such, for example, as exercises on local industries, geography, 
history, and natural surroundings; and be it further 

"Resolved, That in the judgment of this Society boards of education should be 
appealed to, to grant to productive officers some time for work of this kind. 
The methods suggested for meeting such a request are partial release from routine 
for a period of months or explicit recognition of such productive work in making 
promotions; and be it further 

"Resolved, That publishers be urged to recognize the desirability of putting 
much more material into the form now commonly known as supplementary 
reading, to the end that textbook teaching may be easily supplemented by the 
introduction of current material." [Page 18.] 



Instruction of gifted children. — The second part of the Nineteenth Yearbook 
of the National Society for the Study of Education^ is devoted to a treatment of the 
experiments which are being tried in this country in the effort to ascertain how 
many gifted children there are in each grade and how they can best be carried 
through the curriculum. Scientific investigations have shown with increasing 
clearness in recent years that there are marked individual differences among 
children in all of the grades. These individual differences are so great that 
children in one grade sometimes show abilities equal to those of children in much 
higher grades. Associated with these gifted children there are always children of 
normal ability and children of inferior abiHty. The tendency to separate children 
into grades according to their ability is steadily gaining supporters, and this 
yearbook will undoubtedly accelerate that movement. The discussion is signifi- 
cant, not only because of the support which it gives to this special movement, but 
also because it is in effect a criticism of the present graded system in our public 
schools. If we cannot add to the rigid grading which is now common some 
device that will give individual children larger opportunities to achieve all that 
they are capable of achieving in the schools, there will continue to be a serious 
waste of human energy and of opportunity. The emphasis upon the need of 
special training for gifted children will therefore undoubtedly result in a careful 
reconsideration of the whole problem of grading children in the schools. 



Visual education. — The first number of a new magazine^ edited by a group of 
educators who have entered the field of visual education will undoubtedly attract 
wide attention. The schools have been increasingly using moving pictures and 
lantern slides as means of giving instruction. The difficulty that has arisen in the 
past is the difficulty of securing proper materials for exhibition. The commercial 
concerns are not disposed to devote themselves to the preparation of high-grade 
pictures. A corporation has been formed in Chicago with academic men at its 
head and with a large corps of directors and advisers who are going to do every- 

1 Nineteenth Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education, Part IT, "Qassroom Prob- 
lems in the Education of Gifted Children," by Theodore S, Henry. Bloomington, Illinois: Public School 
Publishing Co., 1920. Pp.125. $1.00. 

' Visual Education, I (January, 1920), 1-40. Chicago: Society for Visual Education, 327 South 
LaSaUe Street. $1.00 a year. 
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thing they can, first, to work out in a scientific way the value of pictures and, 
secondly, to bring together material which will be available for use in schools. 

This first number of the magazine published by this corporation contains 
articles on "First Steps in the Study of Geography," "Human Eyes and Optical 
Instruments," and "The Need for Experimental Investigation of Visual Instruc- 
tion," and an article on the experience accumulated in Evanston, Illinois, 
where much use has been made of moving pictures in the schools. A statement is 
also made of the purposes of the society back of this publication. 

The magazine will be supplied to anyone who will write for a copy to 327 
South LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois, which is the headquarters of the Society 
for Visual Education. 



A library list of children's books. — The library as an adjunct to the public 
schools is in many centers supplying not only collateral material for the classes 
but also reading material for the entertainment of children. The great body of 
available material makes it difficult for the individual teacher, or even the librar- 
ian, to select that which is best suited to the needs of any given school or com- 
munity. Miss Bacon has prepared an annotated list' of about seven hundred 
titles. This list is supplementary to an earlier list which was prepared in 1916 and 
brings that list down to date. One hundred and four of the books included in this 
list are analyzed in some detail. An effort has been made to indicate in connection 
with each book the grades for which the material is adapted. The range of 
subjects covered is very wide, and the list can be recommended to teachers and 
librarians as one of the best sources for suggestions for children's reading. 



Reference books. — Some years ago Miss Hopkins, librarian of the Central 
High School and Junior College of Detroit, Michigan, prepared a textbook for the 
use of high schools and normal schools entitled Reference Guides that Should Be 
Known and How to Use Them. This book gained some attention and was used in 
a number of schools, but it was not widely used because there is no place in the 
regular curriculum for a textbook covering this whole field. Miss Hopkins has 
accordingly put the material into new form, making certain additions and modi- 
fications in its mode of presentation. A series of pamphlets' has been prepared. 
Each one of these pamphlets deals with a particular reference book. No. 1, for 
example, deals with Webster's New International Dictionary; No. 2, with the 
New Standard Dictionary; No. 3, with encyclopedias; No. 4, with parts of a book, 
and so on. There are eleven such pamphlets in all. Sample pages of the type of 
book in question are given and discussed. The student is told how to make use of 
each of these reference books, and an examination is prepared which can be used 
after the student has made his study. This examination is ingeniously devised 
and attached to the back cover. The questions are given on a detachable sheet 
and the answers are printed underneath where they can be seen by detaching 
the question sheet after the student has answered the questions. 

» Children's Catalog Supplemenl, 1916-19. Compiled by Corinne Bacon. New York: H. W. WBson 
Co., 1919. Pp. 108. $0.60. 

» FioKENCE M. Hopkins, Guides for the Use of Reference Books. Detroit, Michigan: The Willard 
Co., 479 Sixth Street, 1919. JO . 25 pamphlet; 1 1 pamphlets in series. 



